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none of them have kept it. The want of practical
stage-craft may partly be to blame, and it must be re-
membered that Stevenson, at any rate, had not been
inside a theatre since his return from America; but
their chief interest lies in their literary quality, and it is
to be feared that Mr. Archer was premature in his
declaration that the production of Beau Austin showed
triumphantly that "the aroma of literature can be
brought over the footlights with stimulating and ex-
hilarating effect"1

As soon as the two finished plays were laid aside,
husband and wife began to put together the second
series of New Arabian Nights from the stories which
Mrs. Stevenson had made up to while away the hours
of illness at Hyeres. Stevenson wrote the passages
relating to Prince Florizel and collaborated in the re-
mainder; but the only complete story of his invention
in the book was " The Explosive Bomb ": by which he
designed " to make dynamite ridiculous, if he could not
make it horrible."

Meanwhile, on receiving an application from the pro-

Pepys* Diary: Comedy.

The Admirable Crichton : Romantic Comedy in Five Acts.
Ajax : Drama in Four Acts.

The Passing of Vanderdecken : (Legend!) in Four Acts.
Farmer George: Historical Play in Five Acts.
The Gunpowder Plot: Historical Play in
Marcus Aurelius: Historical Play
The Atheists : Comedy.
The Mother-in-Law : Drama.
Madam Fate: Drama in a Prologue and Four Acts.
Madam Destiny :

i The World, iath November, 1890.

5ustin : Play in Four Acts.
